Overview

According to the Law on Research and Development (2002) the NRDP is the basic document, specifying the R&D policy (and implicitly also innovation policy), its objectives and priorities, the stakeholders, scope and means of financing and the evaluation criteria. The current NRDP was prepared by the Government (Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology) and adopted by the Parliament in December 2005 for the period 2006-2010, after prolonged planning and discussion, involving various bodies, ministries and research community.
Targets 

Targets include increasing of public R&D investment to 1% of GDP (Lisbon/ Barcelona target) by 2010, shifting balance of public research funds from basic, non-targeted research in favour of targeted (and applied) research, growth of number of researchers with Ph.D. in business sector, higher rate of establishment of new high-tech firms, support to the growth of patents, growth of high-tech exports and growth of value-added in Slovenian economy, among others. A significant novelty is also the decision to assure continuous monitoring and evaluation of the achievement of the set targets, both in quantitative and qualitative terms. Research priorities are also defined, but remain relatively broad: Information and communication technologies, advanced (new) synthetic metal and non-metal materials and nano-technologies, complex systems and innovative technologies, technologies for sustainable development and health and life-sciences.

Research policy priorities

Policy mix to increase private investment in R&D;More effective and efficient public expenditure on R&D;National targets for public and private investment in R&D;Policy mix governance structure;Improvement in IPR regimes;Grants to public sector research institutions;Reform of public sector research institutions;Strengthen and create centres/networks of excellence;Developing public-private partnerships for R&D;Improving R&D co-operation and technology transfer;Fiscal incentives;Develop more favourable employment conditions to attract researchers;Enhancing the mobility of researchers;Development of long term research agendas.

The document calls for the coordination of innovation policy with education policy, with economic/ industrial policy and fiscal policy.  The document realizes that a full contribution of R&D and innovation to the growth and development of Slovenian economy and society without well- coordinated policy is unattainable. NRDP calls for prior assessment of the impact of different policies on R&D and innovation, which in case of implementation would be a substantial policy improvement. Most of the targets and priorities are coordinated with the Slovenian Development Strategy, another key policy document the government adopted in 2005.

