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RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

-To modernize and link together research infrastructure

Starting Baseline  Year Target  Target

year value 20171 year value

2010 54 44 2014 60

Indicator Unit

Annual expenditures for research million

infrastructure FUR
* Agency funds

Funds distributed by the Agency for modernization and
connecting research infrastructure in 2010 reached

42,395,848.26 Euros and were increased further to
42,395,848.26in 2011.

RESULTS AND THEIR INDICATORS

- Accessibility of the latest scientific knowledge for a wide range of researchers

Starting Baseline  Year Target  Target

Indicator Unit

year value 2011 year value

Access to foreign literature and data-
bases in specific areas through libraries
(no. of libraries that enable access) no.

2009 70 1 2014 70

Number of foreign databases
accessible via the Institute of Informa-
tion Sciences no.

2009 7 9 2014 /

Access to international scientific literature and data-
bases has increased in 2011 with 71 libraries being
granted access through consortium links. Despite 57
libraries receiving funding in 2011, the number of li-
braries with access to information sources has in-

creased. The number of foreign databases accessible via
the Institute of Information Sciences (hereinafter:
IZUM) hasincreased by two databases in 2011, causing
a further increase in the number of database users.

- Realized expert, development and executive tasks in the field of research activities

Starting Baseline  Year Target  Target

Indicator Unit

year value 2011 year value

Agency work programme realization
percentage (by accounting principle) %

2009 96,37 96,09 2014 96,00

The Agency has reached its objective in 2011.
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- Increase of public interest in science

Starting Baseline  Year Target  Target

Indicator Unit

year value 2011 year value

Number of events and audiovisual pre-
sentations for the promotion of science no.

2009 20 35 2014 25

In 2011 the Agency continued its proactive role in the
field of promotion of science and innovation in various
target publics and has surpassed the target value set for
2011. Agency support for the television show Lets bite
into science, produced by the national television station
Radiotelevizija Slovenija®, emphasised the promotion
of scientific knowledge and work in the general public.
Further activities were directed at increasing recogniz-
ability and promotion of cooperation between fields of
research in cooperation with subjects of the private
sector through the PRO(MO)GRAM campaign - short
presentation films of the most excellent programme
groups.

Both the PRO(MO)GRAM and Lets bite into science vid-
eos are available at the Videolectures.net portal (http://
videolectures.net/arrs/).

2011 also saw the continuation of the targeted research
project of the Atlas of Slovenian Science, performed by
the JoZef Stefan Institute. The main objective of the
project is to establish a unified system for simple and
one-stop-shop access to research and development
data with the aim of promoting new ideas, cooperation
between domestic organisations and manufacturing
companies, promotion of scientific research achieve-
ments in Slovenia and abroad and developing an envi-
ronment of innovative and creative culture.

* Programming archive is available at the following link:

http://www.rtvslo.si/spored/modload php?&c_mod=rtvoddaje&op=web&func=read&c_id=25554.
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Humanities
18.422,19 EUR

0,4%
Social sciences 7.148,48 EUR

1% | Unallocated 123.017,00 EUR
Biotechnical sciences 184.584,203 EGUO}R\ 2,4% Natural sciences
,6%

790.980,53 EUR
15,4%

Medicine
1.687.134,96 EUR
32,9%

Technical sciences
2.323.637,25 EUR

Figure 18
Financing of research equipment by scientific disciplines in 2011
in Euros and shares in percentage points

Higher education
sector
2.416.123,79 EUR
47,1%

Government
sector
2.718.800,82 EUR
52,9%

Figure 19
Financing of research equipment by activity sectors in 2011 in
Euros and shares in percentage points

INFRASTRUCTURAL OBLIGATIONS AND RESEARCH EQUIPMENT

ANNUAL EXECUTIVE OBJECTIVES - INFRASTRUCTURAL SUPPORT TO RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

MEASURE DESCRIPTION

To increase the rate of financing for founders obliga-
tions in comparison to 2009. To provide researchers in
public research institutes with remuneration for work-
related costs and premiums prescribed by the Collec-

tive Agreement for the Public Sector. To increase infra-
structural support to research activities. To carry out
acquisitions of research equipment of Package 14 for
the 2009 to 2011 period. To carry out a public call for
proposals and the first acquisitions of research equip-
ment of Package 15 for the 2011 to 2013 period.

Starting Baseline Target  Target  Realis.

Indicator Unit

year value year value 2011

Number of units of high-value
research equipment acquisitions no.

2010 20 2011 20 29

Number of executed infrastructural
programs no.

2010 30 20M 30 29

Number of public research institutions
receiving funding for fixed costs of

operation, costs of management and
renovation of property no.

2010 15 201 15 15

Package 14 was completed in 2011 and it is usual for
the realization of equipment acquisitions to be greatest
in the final year of the tendering period. The public call

for proposals for Package 15 was published in 2017,
but there has not been any realization in the framework
of this package yet.

BUDGET ITEM 5704: RESEARCH EQUIPMENT

MECHANISM DESCRIPTION

Research equipment provides important research and
infrastructural support to research personnel in their
performance of scientific research activities in research
projects and programmes. For this purpose the Agency
cofinances acquisitions of medium and high-value re-
search equipment with funds from the national budget
through public calls for proposals.

In order to promote the realization of acquisitions of
research equipment, the Agency has in 2008 prepared
amendments to the Rules on Cofinancing Acquisitions
of Research Equipment, thereby simplifying evaluation
procedures and selection of research equipment for
cofinancing.

Pursuant to the new Rules on Procedures of (Co)financ-
ing, Assessment and Monitoring of the Performance of
Research Activities, the share of cofinancing of the pur-
chase value of research equipment s set by a public call
for proposals. The public call for proposals for cofinanc-
ing acquisitions of research equipment (Package 15),
published in 2011 and applying to the 2012 to 2015
period, specified, in line with the quidelines from
budgetary documents of the Republic of Slovenia, that
the amount of cofinancing for acquisitions of research
equipment shall not exceed 80 percent of the purchase
value per unit of research equipment.

In 2011, cofinancing for purchases of research equip-
ment amounted to 5,134,924.61 Euros.
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BUDGET ITEM 5719: INFRASTRUCTURAL OBLIGATIONS

MECHANISM DESCRIPTION

Infrastructural obligations consist of two areas:

o founders’ obligations towards public research insti-
tutes;

o work related reimbursements and premiums of col-
lective supplementary pension insurance.

The purpose of this item is to provide public research
institutions with the basic conditions for research work,
whereby the Agency uses national budget funds to
cofinance costs under three items:

o investment maintenance;

e management costs and

o fixed costs of operations.

Total costs for founders’ obligations have increased
minimally in 2011 in comparison to the previous year.

3,940,841.45 Euros were used for (co)financing reim-
bursements of work related costs and other personal
income osts.

The Agency has in 2011 used national budget funds to
finance founders’ obligations in the amount of
15,697,184.68 Euros. All the funds allocated for
founders'obligations were received by the government
sector.

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS, DATABASES AND MEETINGS

MEASURE DESCRIPTION:

To carry out the most important scientific meetings. To
assure access to foreign scientific literature and data-
bases for the purposes of research activities, profes-

sional development work and higher education studies
in the Republic of Slovenia.

Starting Baseline Target  Target  Realis.

Indicator Unit

year value year value 2011

Number of held scientific meetings no.

2010 150 201 90 92

Target value of the number of scientific meetings held
in 2011 has been realized. Planned obligations were

fulfilled and set objectives have been achieved.
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GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF
OPERATIONS IN 2011

Stairway and ceiling decoration by Slovenian painters J. in J. Subic
at the Slovenian Museum of Natural History, 1821




GENERAL ASSESSMENT

Organizational structure of the Agency

ASSESSMENT OF THE ACHIEVEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

Agency operations in 2011 can be assessed as success-
ful. The year 2011 was the seventh year of Agency op-
erations in which we further upgraded the normative,
organisational, expert and executive system for the
performance of tasks in its area of operations. The
Agency has carried out its planned tasks and fulfilled
annual objectives by separate areas.

OCCURRENCE OF INADMISSIBLE AND UNEXPECTED
CONSEQUENCES

No such consequences occurred in the performance of
Agency work programs in the period between 1 Janu-
ary and 31 December 2011.

ASSESSMENT OF SUCCESS IN COMPARISONTO 2010

The Agency has met all set objectives in 2011 and 2010.

ASSESSMENT OF EFFICIENCY

The Agency assesses that it has acted economically in
its operations, both with regard to core Agency opera-
tions and the execution of procedures for financing
scientific research activities as specified in implement-
ing regulations. All procurement was made in full ac-
cordance with the Public Procurement Act with selec-
tion of the lowest bidder without exception.

ASSESSMENT OF THE OPERATION OF INTERNAL FI-
NANCIAL CONTROL

The Agency has ordered financial operations and ap-
propriate embedded internal controls. The Agency has
an established system of internal control. The establish-
ment of the internal control includes the system of fi-
nancial management, the internal control system and
internal auditing. The Agency has no internal auditor, so
it utilizes appropriate external services.

UNFULFILLED OBJECTIVES

The Agency has fulfilled all its set objectives.

ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECTS OF OPERATIONS ON
OTHER AREAS

Through the pursuance of its mission, the Agency has
an impact on the implementation of a new develop-
ment paradigm which emphasizes the strengthening
of the abilities of managing global knowledge and
technological progress as the main source of increased
labour productivity, national competitive ability and
improved quality of individual and social life. Knowl-
edge is a key factor in promoting competitiveness of
the national economy while increased investments in
knowledge and human development are necessary for
transition to a knowledge-based society.

OTHER NOTES (PERSONNEL, REPLACEMENT INVEST-
MENTS)

Personnel - organizational structure

Management Board
Permanent expert bodies Research projects Finance and accounting Commissions
Temporary expert bodies Research infrastructure General affairs
Reviewers Research programs Informatics

and young researchers

Analyses

International cooperation
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GENERAL ASSESSMENT

Staff at the Agency has been coordinated with the Collective Personnel Plan of Legal Persons of Public Law.

No. of fixed term Reason for fixed term
No. of permanentemployees employees employment Total
52 2 substitution-maternity leave - 2 54

The education structure of personnel (permanent and
fixed-term) in 20171 has been as follows:

- doctor of science 5
- specialization, master’s degree in science 3
- higher education 37
- post-secondary education 1
- secondary school 9

The Agency is experiencing a shortage of personnel in
its operations. The issue was also emphasised by ESFin
its evaluation of Agency operations where it establishes
that we are among the three most burdened agencies
in Europe.

INVESTMENTS

The Agency received 102,527 Euros from the budget for
the purpose of funding investmentsin 2011. The Agen-
¢y also funded investments with the remainder of in-
vestment funds from 2010 in the amount of 21,102
Euros and the surplus of receipts over expenditures for
2010 in the amount of 10,000 Euros. 125,088 Euros of
the 2011 funds were used in 2011 for acquisition of
fixed assets. The share of funds unrealized up to 31 De-
cember 2011is 8,541 Euros.

SLOVENIAN RESEARCH AGENCY

39



FINANCING
SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Premises of the Slovenian Research Agency




FINANCING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

ACTIVITIES

FINANCING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN 2011

The Agency has used funds from the national budget of
the Republic of Slovenia to finance scientific research
activities within aforementioned programs in accord-
ance to items listed in the work programme. A total of
175,917,614.03 Euros were received from the national
budget for this purpose for the year 2011. The Agency
distributed 175,917,614.03 Euros of the received funds
for scientific research purposes for the year 2011.

Table 6: Overview of the financing of scientific research activities in 2011 by budget items

To ensure correct recording of expenditures in the na-
tional budget by purpose and beneficiary, the Agency
proposed the necessary reclassifications between ac-
counts within the item to the Ministry for Higher Edu-
cation, Science and Technology. Funds received for fi-
nancing scientific research are not accounted as revenues
ofthe Agency and are recorded in books of account under
balance accounts. A more detailed presentation of financ-
ing by separate programs is shown in the table below.

[tem Realisation Financial plan Realisation Realisation
code  Item title/subitems 2010 2011 2011 percentage
5686 Development projects and infrastructure 14.185.241 14.500.000 14.340.606 98,9
5694 Programs of international scientific cooperation 304320 675.000 630.006 93,3
5703 European Framework Programs and international research 1.360.044 2.770.000 1.295.531 46,8
5704 Research equipment 4.846.273 6.022.815 5.134.925 85,3
5706 Training and development of scientific personnel 31728 448 33.225.594 31.690.412 954
5719 Infrastructural obligations 19.521.857 19.640.645 19.638.026 100,0
5722 Scientific publications and meetings 519.547 436,987 400.477 91,6
5724 1ZUM and other library information activities 5.040.717 5.500.000 5.500.000 100,0
5728 Information and communication infrastructure 310.172 0 0 "
5732 Foreign literature and databases 4.242.175 4.600.000 4.598.889 100,0
5797  Promotion of international research within the EU 1.698.162 1.900.000 1.812.789 95,4
5826 Infrastructural programmes 7.915.107 8.982.132 8.873.914 98,8
6036  Research programmes 28.033.305 28.614.935 28.033.035 9,0
6037 25342.152 25.638.014 22.961.291 89,6
6038  Excellent prominent foreign scientists in Slovenia 115.000 184.963 184.000 99,5
6564 Project research centres 30.881.220 31.212.343 30.823.712 98,8
176.043.741 183.903.428 175.917.614 95,7

The Agency has financed scientific research activitiesin -~ Financing, available at the Agency website (http://
2011 with funds from the national budget in a timely ~ www.arrs.qgov.si/sl/finan/letpor/Report/fin-por.
manner in accordance with concluded agreements. The  aspx?Leto=2011), presents the amount of financing

listed programming items have provided financing for by separate projects, programmes and tasks.

4,029 projects, programmes and tasks. The Report on

4

SLOVENIAN RESEARCH AGENCY

SLOVENIAN RESEARCH AGENCY

43






